Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting
7:00 pm, Thursday, 25 March 2021
Online via Zoom
Present
Cllr. Newcombe (Chair of PHPC)
Cllr Scott
Cllr Hitchman
Cllr Newton
Alana Collis (Clerk, PHPC)
16 Members of the public
Guest speaker: Jacky Lawrence, Napton Environment Action Team
The meeting was Chaired by Cllr. Newcombe who welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.

1. Apologies
Cllr. Forsyth had sent apologies.

2. Approval of minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting, 30 May 2019
It was noted that due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there had been no annual parish meeting in 2020. It
was resolved that the minutes from the previous annual parish meeting were a true and accurate
record.

3. Report from the Poor’s Lot trust
The accounts of the Poor’s Lot trust were presented to the meeting by Terry Hitchman (appendix).

4. Brief report on PC activity since the last meeting (2019-20)
Cllr. Newcombe opened his report with a mention that there were currently two vacancies on the
parish council and a vacancy on the Parochial Church Council.
Cllr Newcombe summarised activities that the parish council has coordinated including ditch clearance
work, gulley watch, clearing culverts, renovation of the notice board and bench. The parish council
also considers planning applications and responds to these. Other activities have included reporting of
issues related to speeding traffic, road signage, and planting trees and wild flowers.

5. Brief report on activity planned for 2021 and into 2022
Looking forward, Cllr Newcombe requested residents provide feedback on:
• The Hersey Help Group on WhatsApp.
• Footpaths, including the path between Pillerton Hersey and Pillerton Priors

6. Guest speaker: Dr Jacky Lawrence, Low Carbon Warwickshire Network and Napton
Environmental Action Team (NEAT), “What can a small rural community do to play
its part in climate change adaptation and mitigation?”
Cllr Newcombe introduced Dr Jacky Lawrence from Napton who shared the experience of work in
Napton and with Harbury to support the creation of low carbon communities. See appendix for
presentation.

Residents shared that there are under pew heaters in the church while another observed that electric
vans are now available.
It was acknowledged that Pillerton Hersey is a very small village and there was discussion about how
this may work. Other examples of small parishes with activity are Hampton Lucy, Charlecote and
Loxley. Examples include residents writing articles to inform others. Another resident observed that
there is the community energy Warwickshire initiative.

7. Questions from residents
Cllr Newcombe thanked Dr Lawrence for sharing her experience. Then opened the floor to questions
on village affairs.
Tree planting – a resident thought the idea of planting trees in the parish was a good idea. It was
noted that there is a government scheme where parish councils can apply for free tree/hedging plants
for planting on open ground. This raised the question of who would maintain the trees – this would be
the parish council if they were planted on the village green areas.
Broadband – the ongoing issue about connection to broadband was mentioned. It was noted that the
next phase of BT Openreach work has been announced.
Traffic speed – There have been concerns over the speed and inappropriate driving of vehicles
through the village. It was observed that some include camouflaged vehicles that could come from
local automotive companies. Options to encourage more appropriate speeds include rumble strips,
however, these cause noise and Warwickshire Highways are currently not renewing existing strips.

8. Closing remarks
Cllr Newcombe thanked the residents and encouraged them to all consider future activities in the
community.

Appendix A
PILLERTON HERSEY POOR LAWS ALLOTMENT REPORT 2021-03-24
The following report has been prepared for the Pillerton Hersey Annual Parish Meeting.
Due to Covid 19 it was not possible for the Trustees to hold a physical meeting in 2020, discussions
and decisions to agree the Allocation of Charity Monies and other matters were carried out by email.
Income for the year
Total donations for the year

£1084.00
£1060.00

Donations were distributed to 16 households in Pillerton Hersey, Pillerton Priors and Butlers Marston.
In addition to the above two households with long standing links to the village received donations.
The Pillerton Scout Group also received a Donation.
The Revd Sharon Goble was elected in 2017 and therefore needs to be re-elected by the Council in
this current year 2021.
Trustees; Terry Hitchman, Elizabeth Fillmore, Muriel Fidler, Revd Sharon Goble.
Terry Hitchman
24.03.2021
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